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MINUTES
Southwestern Virginia Training Center

Human Rights Committee Meeting

June 23, 2010
2:00 p.m.

Members Present:  Loretta Evans, Chair; Barbara Holmes; Joyce Bunn; Charlotte Barkley; Betty Meredith; Judy Padgett
Others Present:  Nan Neese, Regional Advocate; Calvin Griffith; Dr. Semidei; Michele Laird; Dr. Wilmoth
 Absent: Karen Poe; B. J. McKnight
Loretta Evans called meeting to order.
Approval of May 26, 2010 Meeting Minutes
Motion:  Betty Meredith
Second:  Barbara Holmes
Public Comment:
none
Office of Human Rights Update from Nan Neese, Regional Advocate:
Applicants submitted for membership in our LHRC were approved and appointed by the State Board; new members are ready to go as of July 1, 2010. Nan’s just received major guidance from the State Human Rights Committee (SHRC).  B. J. will have it printed and go over it in detail with the Committee.  SHRC is going to call a moratorium on establishing new local human rights committees for a period of time, due to budget constraints and limited SHRC staff members.  SHRC is currently overseeing 670 licensed providers with 391 applicant providers as of the first of May. Local human rights committees may be asked to provide oversight for more providers. So far that has not been necessary for our area. In annual report, the SHRC has 91 organizations for the region.  Nan shared a success story from an LHRC in our region.

Nan requested that the Committee consider in closed session extending a timeframe of a formal human rights complaint. 
Certificates of Recognition for Joyce Bunn and Barbara Holmes – Calvin Griffith, Program Manager, presented framed certificates in appreciation of Joyce and Barbara’s service to our Committee.
Response to Positive Behavior Plan Review Recommendations – Calvin Griffith, Program Manager

Calvin shared a report that we have sped up the process of revising the plans.  Updating the language of all our plans, the service coordinators have gone through and rewritten each plan to more person-centered positive language – about 90-95% complete.  Developmental Services Department under the direction of Parke Quesenberry is working on rewriting all the supplemental plans. A deadline of mid-July has been established for completion of plans, with 50% complete now.  Calvin reported that the plans would be standardized in the same format for the most part.
The Local Human Rights Committee entered Closed Session pursuant to VA Code 2.2-3711.A (4) and (15) for the purpose of hearing/reviewing the SWVTC Abuse/Neglect Report, the SWVTC Monthly Restraint Report, the restrictive behavior plans and/or medication reviews of residents, and the review of the six (6) randomly selected Positive Behavior Support Plans.  Such review would necessarily involve discussion and consideration of mental and medical records which are confidential and exempted from the Freedom of Information Act.

Enter Closed Session
Motion:  Charlotte Barkley
Second:  Joyce Bunn
Reconvene in Open Session

Motion:  Judy Padgett
Second:  Joyce Bunn
Upon reconvening in Open Session, the Local Human Rights Committee unanimously certified that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, only public business matters lawfully exempted from statutory open meeting requirements, and only public business matters identified in the motion to convene the Closed Session, were discussed in the Closed Session.

· The Local Human Rights Committee unanimously approved as presented the SWVTC Monthly Restraint Report and individual programs for residents of Connections, New Horizon, and Pathways Cottages with four (4) Recommendations and four (4) Updates requested.  
· The LHRC made the following request regarding the Abuse/Neglect Follow-up Report: Committee Chair requested a report of changes/revisions made to SWVTC Instruction 542, Nutritional Management. Michele will provide that to the Committee with the changes indicated.  It will be included in the packet next month.
· The LHRC made the following Recommendation/Request regarding the random sampling of six Positive Behavior Support plans:  Committee requests receiving each month a random sampling from the REWRITTEN positive behavior support plans.
Motion:  Barbara Holmes
Second:  Charlotte Barkley
Other Business:

· During the Closed Session portion of this meeting, the Committee praised SWVTC Psychologists for the job they are doing in writing these plans and the positive changes that are being made.
· Also during the Closed Session portion of this meeting, Chairperson, Loretta Evans, announced that Dr. Semidei will be going to Iraq for a tour of duty in the Military. She and the Committee thanked him for his service to our country and wished him a safe trip.
· Nan Neese presented a request from the Office of Human Rights as follows regarding case AR 6 8 2010:
“In behalf of an individual and her parent I respectfully request that the SWVTC LHRC take action to grant an extension of the regulatory time frame required in 12VAC 35-115-170.A.5 for the resolution of a human rights complaint.  The parent is in receipt of the Director’s proposed corrective action plan in response to a violation but asserts the plan lacks sufficient measure(s) to prevent further violation.  We believe that there can be resolution but at present both Dr. Woods, Director; and B. J. McKnight, Human Rights Advocate, are away from the Center.

We request an extension to permit improvement to the corrective action plan but to preserve this individual’s and her parent’s right to pursue appeal if warranted.  It is our hope that the LHRC will grant an extension until July 9, 2010 in accordance with 12VAC35-115-150.D.”
Motion to Grant the Extension until July 9, 2010:  Barbara Holmes

Second:  Judy Padgett

The extension was unanimously approved by the Committee and granted as requested.
Adjourn
Motion:  Betty Meredith
Second:  Joyce Bunn
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